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TORNATELLINA PFEIFFER, 1842 (MOLLUSCA, GASTROPODA): 
PROPOSED DIRECTION TO COMPLETE A RULING IN 
OPINION 119. Z.N.(S.)1147 


By the Secretary, International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 


In Opinion 119 (Smiths. misc. Colls, vol. 73, no. 7, pp. 23-28, 1931), 
six generic names of gastropods were placed on the Official List. Among 
these was Tornatellina Pfeiffer, 1842, with the type species stated as ‘clausa 
Pfeiffer’. When, in 1958, the first instalment of the Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology in book form was being prepared, Tornatellina was given 
the Name Number 550; but the entry on the Official List was not completed 
because of doubts as to the correctness of the ruling in Opinion 119. The 
facts are simple and allow a ruling to be reached without the use of the 
plenary powers. 

2. The name Tornatellina was first proposed by H. H. Beck, 1838 
[see Kadolsky, 1971, Arch. Molluskenk., vol. 101, p. 193 for this date], Index 
Moll. Mus. Chris. Fred., p. 80 and four specific names were cited with 
it — clausa, trochiformis, trochlearis and archimedes, all new. All the names 
are nomina nuda. 

3. Tornatellina was made available by L. Pfeiffer, 1842, Symb. hist. 
helic. (2). The genus is described on p. 5 and four species on p. 55. Three of 
these—clausa, trochiformis and trochlearis — were attributed to Beck. No 
type species was designated. J. E. Gray, 1847, Proc. zool. Soc. London, 
p. 125 first validly designated Tornatellina clausa Pfeiffer, 1842 as type 
species of Tornatellina. This name has for long been regarded as a junior 
synonym of Strobilus bilamellatus Anton, 1839. Verzeichniss Conch. Sammi. 
Anton, p. 46. This is still accepted as the valid name for the species. 
Tornatellina (ACHATINIDAE, TORNATELLININAE) and Strobilus (ACHATINELL- 
IDAE, PITYSINAE) are now both recognised as valid genera (see Pilsbry & 
Cooke, 1933, Nautilus, vol. 47, pp. 59-62). The type species of Strobilus 
is S. turritus Anton, 1839, p. 46, by subsequent designation by Gray, 
1847, p. 175 (misspelled as ‘Strombilus Alton’). Opinion 119 purported to 
reject Strobilus Anton because of homonymy with Strobila Sars, 1829, a 
coelenterate, but the names are not homonyms under the present Code. 

5. The Commission is accordingly requested: 

(1) to place the generic name Tornatellina Pfeiffer, 1842 (gender: 
feminine), type species, by subsequent designation by Gray, 
1847, Tornatellina clausa Pfeiffer, 1842, on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology (Name Number 550); 

(2) to place the specific name bilamellatus Anton, as published in 
the binomen Clausilia (Strobilus) bilamellatus) (the valid name 
at the time of this request for the type species of Tornatellina 
Pfeiffer, 1842) on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology. 


